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	 “
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

by Marion Damick 

Welcome to summer – although the weather in May sure wasn’t waiting for the "official" start.  

My son and I just returned from a sorta "family weekend" in New York City.
	EDITOR’S CORNER

by Joan Schwartzman 

An Indian Summer  Day on the Prairie
                 by Vachel Lindsay
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The sun is a huntress young,

The sun is a red, red joy,

The sun is an Indian girl

Of the tribe of the Illinois.


The sun is a smoldering fire, 

That creeps through the high gray plain, 

And leaves not a bush of cloud

To blossom with flowers of rain.


The sun is a wounded deer,

That treads pale grass in the skies,  

Sharing his golden horns,

Flashing his baleful eyes.


The sun is an eagle old,

Then in the windless west,

Atop of the spirit-cliffs

He builds him a crimson nest.
Sun-lovers and outdoor enthusiasts often choose July as their favorite month.  Warm and dry weather means a lot of opportunities to enjoy long days outside.                             

If you prefer to enjoy summer in comfortably air-conditioned surroundings, consider our library your "place in the sun."  We have a number of things planned and books to take you anywhere you want to go.                     

WELCOME,  NEW MEMBERS

Amy Korb
Violet Marcus 


Join us at  our regular 
Friends Meetings:
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	I'm saying "sorta" because most of the group weren't related to me except by marriage.  But, although the saying is "you can pick your friends, but you can't pick your relatives", I would choose these folks as "friends".  It reminded me that the patrons of the library are "friends" I would choose anytime.  You feel comfortable talking to anyone else you meet in the library.  You can talk about the weather, the book one of you is holding, even a pretty item one of you is wearing.  Ever notice how everyone in the library is smiling and friendly?  Notice it next time.  Don't rush in and out.  Take time for a smile.  It will make someone's day – possibly yours.
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       Implementing the Strategic Plan

              by Jody Bell, Branch Manager
In order to reach the goals of our Strategic Plan, the Carnegie Libraries of Pittsburgh (CLP) are changing the ways in which we work together to meet the needs of our community.
One change CLP has implemented for 2014 is the establishment of five Patron Experience Focus Areas (PEFAs).  These PEFA’s are meant to be productive groups that support and improve our work to significantly enhance our impact on the community.  Across the system, we are focusing on programming, readers’ services, collections, information services, and technology.  Several Squirrel Hill staff members are participating in these groups.  They are sharing information and helping to create a collective knowledge base around these integral library services.  For example, Kim Parker, a reference librarian at our branch, has been active with the information services group.  Currently, this group is looking at the type of questions frequently asked by customers.  Once they have identified our customers’ information needs, they will begin developing a shared knowledge base for answering common/core reference questions from customers of all ages and abilities.  This is just one example of how we are changing our models of service at CLP.  We are working together to ensure that our focus is user-centered, and that we are meeting the needs and wants of our community.  

In our September 2013 Strategic Plan Progress Report, we stated that “the Library is something we all do together.”  By embracing this concept as part of our organizational culture, we are demonstrating the power of collective knowledge.  
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	  Children’s Room Summer Happenings – 2014
        by Megan Fogt,  Manager of Children’s Services 

We’re Fizzing, Booming, and Reading this summer with our science-themed Summer Reading program!  To sign up your child for Summer Reading, stop by the library or go online at www.carnegielibrary.org/summer. 
	 

	Our Read-to-Me program is for young children who have books read to them.  Celebrate the fun of reading to your children, while providing them with the six early literacy skills* that research suggests all children need to have to become strong readers.
   *For a list of these skills, see pittsburghusedbooks.com/newsletters, second yellow box.
	

	Our Readers program is for children entering kindergarten through fifth grade.**  Research suggests that students who read at least six books over the summer maintain their reading skills, while reading more than six books leads to gains in reading skills.

Both our Read-to-Me and Reader programs feature a reusable book tote for signing up, free books for prizes and picks from our treasure chest for additional prizes.  We also have a grand prize raffle for a LeapFrog LeapPad (Read-to-Me) and a Kindle Fire (Readers).

Test tubes, microscopes, something slimy, something gross, chemistry, biology –  come on down to CLP!  We’re exploring the world around us all summer long through our weekly programs:

	· Pre-K Storytime (3 – 5 years old)

Mondays at 1:30 PM
· Terrific Tales for Toddlers (18 mo. – 3 yrs old)

Tuesdays at 10:30 AM and 11:30 AM
· Baby & Me (birth – 18 mo.)

Thursdays at 10:30 AM and 11:30 AM
· Family Storytime (all ages welcome)

Saturdays at 11:00 AM

· School-age Programs (for ages 5 – 10**) – Wednesdays at 4 PM
· July 9th

– Green Crafts

· July 16th
– Fairy Houses

· July 23rd
– Bees, Butterflies, and Silkworms

· July 30th
– Engineering Day

· August 6th
– Beading

· August 13th
– Fire and Ice Show with Carnegie Science Center

· August 20th
– Origami presented by Origami Club of Pittsburgh

· August 27th
– Find Out What a Snowman Does in Summer at

· 

   our Frozen Party





Did you know: In addition to underwriting the costs of our own Summer Reading program, the Friends of the Squirrel Hill Library has raised and donated $9,000 to support Summer Reading programs for kids, teens, and adults at all locations of the Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh.  Thanks so much for everything you do to make our Summer Reading programs spectacular!
	IMHO  
  In My Humble Opinion  
by Margie Spenser, 
newsletter tech staff
	Film, Fiction, and Fun is no more.         The Hazelwood branch moved across the street.
The CLP system owns two copies of our Local Author’s book (see page 4).  After I read a review at pghcitypaper.com/Pittsburgh/ArticleArchives?section=1332450&author=1333761  
I put a hold on it.  (I wish the official term was still I “reserved” it.  A friend who read this asked if a “hold” meant nobody else could read it!)  I can hardly wait for my turn.
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	Our Used Book Committee has 1090 books listed on Amazon!  See www.amazon.com/shops/sqhill for a complete list under SQUIRREL HILL BOOKS, our online bookstore name.  At that same place you will see the rating that Pat and John have earned with all their hard work – 100% positive over 92 transactions!  Incredible…there is usually at least one crabby person in any poll.  It’s an interesting group of titles, many of them books that we might have thrown away years ago because we just knew that nobody would ever buy them at our big book sales.  As Pat says, it’s amazing what people are looking for.  The plainest old pamphlet with half the cover coming off may make our list.  Because of this, almost every donation we receive must be checked online to see if we might sell it for $20 or more.*  VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED TO HELP WITH THIS SCANNING.  If you are comfortable with computers, John can train you in the details.  There are computers in the workroom or you can bring your own laptop.  The email address to volunteer or ask questions is SQhillfr@gmail.com, or stop in at the workroom (near the restrooms) when the door is open.                     
      * Watch for books that don’t quite make the $20 cut in our FriendShop, on a red cart marked “Special Books”.
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	Teen Summer Reading 2014 
Spark a Reaction
by Maddie Siegel, Teen Librarian
Summer Reading is already in full swing, but it’s not too late to join in on the fun!  Teen Summer Reading (TSR) is a program intended to encourage teens (we at the CLP identify you as a “teen” if you are
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	entering grades 6-12 or are between the ages  of 12-18*) to read during summer vacation.  Any type of reading counts, not just books!  You can read magazines, comics, websites, and even blogs.
How can teens participate?

This year our Teen Summer Reading program is modeled after the game of Bingo.  To participate, register either online or in person, and receive a game board, booklist, and free book.  Complete two rows and come back to the library for awesome prizes.  Complete the entire board and you will be entered into a raffle.  Squirrel Hill will be raffling off two prizes:  a brand new iPad Mini and a $100.00 Amazon gift card! [image: image11.jpg]READING




Here are some other awesome perks for TSR participants:

· After Hours Party-We will be having another awesome after hours party in August for teens that participate in the Teen Summer Reading program!  By completing just one row of activities on your game board you will be invited to our finale party with food, gaming, and crafts.
· Teen Fine Forgiveness-When you sign up for Teen Summer Reading we will waive your Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh overdue fees!  The first year you sign up we waive all your fines, after that up to $10.00.  
· Programs-We will be hosting teen programs throughout the summer including: Tuesday Teen Scene, Tuesdays 3:30-5:00 PM; iPad Playground, Thursdays July 24 and August 7, 3:30-5:00 PM; and Teen Gaming, Fridays July 11 and 
 August 1, 3:30-4:30 PM.
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	Staff Notes
	

	
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	CLP-Squirrel Hill Reaches Out to Senior Adult Readers             
                     by Mark Russell, Librarian                                   
For the past two years the librarians at the Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh – Squirrel Hill have been creating a number of kits for book discussion groups.  The kits contain approximately 20 copies of a particular title (usually a mix of regular size print and large print versions) and we have loaned them to book discussion groups at local senior living facilities.  Our purpose is to make it easy for groups to acquire great books to read and discuss.

	Thanks to the generous sponsorship of the Squirrel Hill Friends of the Library, we have been able to purchase hundreds of books for this purpose, representing a diversity of authors and literary genres.  Some of the titles in our collection include The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks, Year of Wonders, Hotel on the Corner of Bitter and Sweet, The Light Between Oceans and The Devil in the White City.  We have made our selections based on a number of factors, including a particular title’s popularity with other book groups, its readability, and its availability in both regular and large print.

The books have gone out to many locations in Squirrel Hill and beyond.  Our longest running delivery has been to a lively book discussion group at Riverview Towers that meets every month on the third Wednesday.  We are always looking for new places to send our discussion kits, so if you have a book discussion group at your residential facility or would like to start one, call me at 412-422-9650.
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	The Squirrel Hill

Adult Book Discussion Group

meets on Thursday 

from 1:00 PM 
to 2:00 PM
 

All are Welcome. 
July 21 
David and Goliath: Underdogs, Misfits, and the Art of 
Battling Giants
by Malcolm Gladwell

August – no meeting
Sept 25

Lawrence in Arabia: War, Deceit, Imperial Folly and the Making of the 
Modern Middle East
by Scott Anderson
	                          BOOK SALE NEWS

               by Pat Bender, book sale chairperson 

Our email address has been changed to SQhillfr@gmail.com.  This is only for used-book issues.  We have left unchanged the address at which you may leave your email address if you wish to be notified of upcoming sales and other special events.  That address is Allison’s: SqHiFriendsLib@gmail.com.
	 [image: image14.jpg]




	
	During the month of May we received an unusually large number of book donations.  Whatever the reason for the deluge, we are very grateful.  Another reason to be grateful is that the Library has introduced us to three new volunteers who are all capable and willing.  Janet, Rachel and Harini are enjoying their work, and you would, too.  We are always looking for more volunteers.

 
Having more help with the day to day jobs provides time for us to think of more creative and interesting ways to display our books or make use of other donations  that are somewhat outside the box.
 
Thanks to you, we have many happy donors and patrons.


MARK RECOMMENDS: Do you need a good book to take on your summer vacation?  If you are looking for a good mystery or thriller, you might enjoy The Target by David Baldacci, Mr. Mercedes by Stephen King, All Day and A Night by Alafair Burke, or The Heist by Daniel Silva.  If you prefer historical fiction, you might like All the Light We Cannot See by Anthony Doerr, The Smoke At Dawn by Jeff Shaara, or Midnight in Europe by Alan Furst.  Maybe you would like to break out of your regular reading habits and try something new?  I would recommend Summer House with Swimming Pool by Herman Koch, Fourth of July Creek by Smith Henderson, or I Am Having So Much Fun Here Without You by Courtney Maum.  

	Local Author
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The Heart of Pittsburgh — A Love Letter to the East End
by Mason Radkoff
As a boy, at night, I trespassed on the construction site that would become the Squirrel Hill Library.  A beat cop put an end to my nocturnal wanderings, but I returned to the site in its current form many times during the years that followed.  These later visits were in search of adventure of a different sort — that I found in the books on the library’s shelves.
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At its conception, my debut novel The Heart of June was not slated to be a Pittsburgh book.  All I had to go on was one character, and an unfamiliar feeling that had possessed him.  As I pondered where the story might take place, the choice to set the book in my hometown was driven by convenience as much as anything else.

Within pages, however, the city asserted itself, shifting from mere backdrop to inspiration, its history becoming integral to the story.  From a tired, beloved corner bar, to an imagined, timeless Fifth Avenue mansion, Pittsburgh — and the East End in particular — informed and enlivened my funny, sad protagonist’s narrative. 

This main character, Walt Farnham, is a warm, wry, under-achieving carpenter, and The Heart of June is his coming-of-middle-age tale.  Much of Walt’s story is conveyed through his relationships with the women in his life, from his ex-wife Sam to Miss June Bonwell Creighton, his manipulative octogenarian counterpart.  It’s Miss June who relies on Walt to maintain her venerable estate and the illusion that little has changed.  But when Walt’s daily performance drops below even his own questionable standards, the old woman’s manipulations reach new heights, and she presents the unsuspecting man with not only a monumental task, but also a path toward peace with his place in the world.

Like Walt, I too am a carpenter with a fondness for elegant old Pittsburgh homes (but unlike Walt, I don’t live above my ex-wife’s garage — at least not yet).  I still live within walking distance of the Squirrel Hill Library.

Mason Radkoff’s debut novel The Heart of June was published in November of 2013 by Braddock Avenue Books.  See also www.masonradkoff.com.  Online reviewers called this book “sweet and funny and wise”, an “incredible literary debut”, and “a deeply-felt love-letter to Pittsburgh” with “warmth, compassion and charm” and “gorgeously crafted prose”!         –  Margie Spenser


Adult Summer Reading Program
Don’t miss out!  Anyone who registers for the program gets a free library tote bag (while supplies last), and if you read two books by August 9th, you will be entered into a drawing for a Kindle Fire.  To sign up, visit Squirrel Hill or any other Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh location, or register online at www.carnegielibrary.org.
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	ADULT PROGRAMS

July – September 2014

by Aisha Hallman
When you see Registration required!, call 412-422-9650, ask a librarian, or email squirrelhillprograms@carnegielibrary.org, 
	


	Sunday, July 20 from 1-4 PM   WE WRITE!  Creative Writing University  Shirley Showalter, author of Blush: A Mennonite Girl Meets a Glittering World, will present “From Perplexed to Published: How to Polish Your Writing to a Shine”.  Sharon Lippincott, author of The Heart and Craft of Lifestory Writing: How to Transform Memories Into Meaningful Stories and The Heart and Craft of Writing Compelling Description, will present “Writing Out of the Box”.  Space is limited.  Registration required: $25.  All proceeds benefit the Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh-Squirrel Hill.
Thursday, July 31 at 3:00 PM   Tips for Aging Well – Thoughts from a Geriatric Psychologist  
We can't stop the aging process and many of the physical changes that occur.  But there are psychological tricks that can ease one's passage toward longevity.  Eve Markowitz Preston, Ph.D., a New York City-based psychologist and coach who grew up in Squirrel Hill, will describe these simple strategies and how to incorporate them into one's lifestyle.  Dr. Preston welcomes a lively discussion and encourages questions and suggestions from the audience.

The Buzz Mondays are every Monday (except the 5th Monday of the month) at 6:30 PM.

July 7 – Culture Night   Ramadan with The Islamic Center of Pittsburgh
A member of The Islamic Center of Pittsburgh will present information on the importance of the holiday of Ramadan.

For more see www.icp-pgh.org.
July 14 – DIY/Crafting Night   Make Healcrest Farms Artisan Tea Pops Workshop
Join local urban farmers from Healcrest Farms to learn how to make one of their famous artisan herbal tea popsicles.  We'll be doing it hands on, using herbs from our own library garden!  Samples will be provided.  Registration required!  For more see www.healcrest.wordpress.com/about/.
July 21 – Lit Night  (Movie Based on a Book)   Pitch Perfect
This musical romantic comedy follows an all-female college a cappella group’s quest to win a national competition.

July 28 – Radical Home Economics Night   Preserving the Harvest: Canning, Drying, and Freezing Workshop
Join Phipps Master Gardener Susan Marquesan to learn how to preserve the summer harvest all year long by drying, canning, and freezing your bounty of herbs, fruits, and veggies.  Registration required! 
August – No “Buzz Monday” programs, but we start back up in September by celebrating Local Food Month.
September 1 – Happy Labor Day!  All CLP libraries will be closed.  Your buzz is your own responsibility.
September 8 – DIY/Crafting Night   Bread making with Luke Och from The Crested Duck Charcuterie
Luke has done wonderful homemade chicken sausage programs for us before and will present a program on bread making.  Registration required! 
September 15 – Lit Night  (Local Authors)   eatPGH  
eatPGH is a group of friends whose books include Food Lovers’ Guide to Pittsburgh: The Best Restaurants, Markets and Local Culinary Offerings and Pittsburgh Chef’s Table: Extraordinary Recipes from the Steel City.  Registration required!  For more, see www.eatpgh.com, the #1 Pittsburgh food blog for finding new culinary adventures. 
September 22 – Radical Home Economics Night   Localvore Living with Tara from Churchview Farms
People are attracted to the localvore lifestyle for several reasons, including healthier foods, community economic support, and benefits to the environment. Learn more about how to locate food grown and made near you.

Registration required!  For more, see www.carnegielibrary.org/research/food/pittsburgh/tararockacy.html.




	CARNEGIE LIBRARY OF

PITTSBURGH  –
SQUIRREL HILL
5801 Forbes Avenue

Pittsburgh, PA 15217
Adult Services: 412-422-9650

Children's Services: 412-422-9841

Fax: 412-422-5811

www.carnegielibrary.org/clp/sq

	ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED                        
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Your donation is tax deductible as a charitable contribution . 
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	Is your Friends Membership up to date?  Please check your mailing label.                                            ( 

If  the date is before 07/14, you need to renew.  Mail us the form below.

	
	

	ALL CLP BRANCHES WILL CLOSE AT 5 PM ON THURSDAY, JULY 3RD  
AND REMAIN CLOSED ON FRIDAY, JULY 4TH 

THEY WILL ALSO BE CLOSED ON LABOR DAY, MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 1ST
Our language classes will be starting back up in September after a summer vacation. 
Contact the library for days and times.
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	Make checks payable to:
Friends of the Squirrel Hill Library
and mail to:

Allison Marciszyn

7716 Francis St.

Swissvale, PA 15218
SqHiFriendsLib@gmail.com
Check one box:

   FORMCHECKBOX 
  New Member   FORMCHECKBOX 
  Renewal

Check one or two boxes:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  $5.00 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  $10.00
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  $15.00

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  $25.00 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  $50.00 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other ____

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  DONOR (the first year  is free, but we
                       gladly accept donations.)

Name:___________________________________


     (Last)
                                 (First)    

Address: _________________________________

City/State: __________________Zip: __________

Phone(s): ___________________Date: _________

E-mail address: ____________________________

Please check all activities you can help with: 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Stocking Book Sale Shelves
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Library Advocacy

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Sorting Used Books

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Gardening

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Keeping Sale Shelves Neat

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Publicity 

COMMENTS:


	Genre Book Club
meets the third Wednesday
of the month at 6:30 pm.
July 16, as a special Gardening Thyme program, we will be discussing The Farm: Rustic Recipes for a Year of Incredible Food by Ian Knauer. We will meet in our community garden (weather permitting).  You are encouraged to bring in a dish made from one of the book’s recipes using ingredients from your or our garden.
August 20, we will be discussing the classic Rebecca by Daphne du Maurier. We will meet at Crazy Mocha, 2100 Murray Avenue, 15217.

September 17, for Local Food Month, we will be discussing Animal, Vegetable, Miracle by Barbara Kingsolver.
And please look for our October book club when local author Kathleen George will join us!
	Art at the 

Squirrel Hill Library
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Coming up are:

July:  Leah Black 

photos 

August:  Jason Phifer
photography
September:  Nancy Arnold 

mixed  
We are scheduled through 
June, 2015. 
To exhibit after that, 
call Marion Damick 

at 412-521-3075.





IN THE�BEGINNING





NOON





MID


MORNING





SUNSET





No meetings in July or August�Saturday   Sept 6 at 10 AM�Saturday Oct 4 at 10 AM





When I got [my] library card, that was when my life began.�   Rita Mae Brown 1944-











** Readers who are 11 years old or going into grade 6 can choose whether to do the Children’s or Teens’ program!   
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* Readers who are 11 years old or going into grade 6 can choose whether to do the KSR or TSR program!





     It's difficult to think anything but pleasant thoughts while eating a homegrown tomato. 


												Lewis Grizzard: 1946-1994
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Friends Officers 





	Marion Damick	            President


	Joan Schwartzman    Vice President


		Eleanor Hershberg	            Treasurer


	Rita Motor		            Secretary


Email .� HYPERLINK "mailto:friends@pittsburghusedbooks.com" �friends@pittsburghusedbooks.com�





 6









